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Get In Your
Licks at the KIC

Scarabs, F5000s and more, the Kohler
International Challenge rocked.

STORY BY CYNDI PACELEY.
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT PACELEY.

ery much alive and doing quite well. Thats the current prognosis

for vintage racing, based on a check of its vital signs at Road
Americas Kohler International Challenge with Brian Redman.

Amidst national newscasts full of woe, this July event offered a

welcome pulse of vitality. At its heart were vintage motorsport’s

hallmarks of competition
and camaraderie, but
as always, KIC went
well beyond the usual
expectations.

Patron Brian Redman
seemed to be everywhere
with his gentleman’s
smile, chatting with
new acquaintances and
old friends as he
autographed books and
mermmorabilia.

 Jimmy Dobbs has fun with his ‘60 Alfa Sprint.
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Howard Cherry raced this lovely
d rare '59 Porsche RSK.

A Scarab 50th anniversary reunion and a Formula 5000 40th
anniversary celebration—featuring each marque’s heralded drivers
and cars—fueled a strong field of more than 400 entries. Rounding
out the excitement were competitions among some of the most
outstanding examples of Lola’s 50-year history, along with the
thunder of Can-Am and color of Historic Grand Prix. After
qualifying action on Friday and Saturday, the streets of Elkhart
Lake teemed with crowds for each evening’s concours event.

The first contest on Sunday saw Vic Skirmants’ 61 356B
leading 50 Group 3 starters. Skirmants fended off challenges from
John Schreckers *64 356B while Jim Froula charged from third
and led on laps 3 and 4. By lap 5, Skirmants and Schrecker were
first and second again as Froulas 67 Datsun Bluebird began to
fade. Meanwhile, Edward Carden’s fast '64 Turner was steadily
gaining ground. By lap 7 Carden was pressuring Schrecker for
P2, but the tire smoke of a locked wheel in turn 14 left him third
behind the winning Skirmants and runner-up Schrecker. _
The Group 4 and 5 Vintage Sports Racers, highlighted by the
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| Ah, the lovely ‘68 Mc'Leagle
driven by Andy Boone.

Scarabs and the Chaparral 1, made this a race to remember. Peter
Kitchaks Toad Hall Racing '69 Lola T70 would lead flag to flag,
but Bill Murray’s imposing green '66 GT40 and Augie Pabst IIIs
rare '62 mid-engine Scarab did not allow him an easy win.

The real entertainment was found with the Scarab battle in mid-
pack. Tony DeLorenzos ‘58 danced with Scarab 003 driven by
John Morton while James Meltons '59 DeMar MkII kept time with
the pair. Up front, the order was Kitchak, Murray and Pabst. The
Scarab contest went to DeLorenzo with Melton close behind.

With a quick start and surgically precise laps, Brian French’s
’97 Benetton B197 built a huge lead over a field of very fast,
recent-tech racers in Group 9. With French winning easily, the
close contest was further back. Travis Engen and Mark Brannon’
"7 Lola T97/20s were racing each other and working their way
up through the pack on the way to finishing fourth and fifth.
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George Stauffer hammers his
alcus '69 Lola TT0 MkIIIB.

Hamish Somerville in a '79 Williams FWO7B bested his fellow
HGP drivers while [inishing seventh overall.

A field of 18 F5000 veterans, including models by Lola, McKee,
Gurney, McLaren, Chinook, Surtees and Theodore spanning the
years from '69 10 '82, gathered for a 40th anniversary party.

Roger Williams made his trek from New Zealand worthwhile.
His '74 Lola T332 pressured Hamish Somervilles 74 Lola T400
from green to checker, but ultimately settled for P2. Chris
Pedersen’s '72 Lola T300 finished third, giving Lola a contest
sweep—an entirely fitting tribute to the marque’s 50th anniversary.

The dust of the F5000 feature had barely settled when the
over-achievers of Group 7 were released from the grid. At the
front was Jay Esterers 70 McLaren M8C. Fast behind him came
Andrew Hauck’s 71 Lola T260 and Theo Beans '69 Lola T70.
Juan Gonzalezs crowd-favorite Shadow DN4 started well, but

‘The ever-versatile John Morton raced
- the Collier Collection’s Scarab 003.
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